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possessions which at any time might have belonged to
the Church, and were now in lay hands ; the dispute
lasted with great acrimony till the evening. On the
morning the Pope made a long speech so persuasive
that the whole Council bowed to his authority. He
proceeded to the excommunication of the Emperor,
which he endeavoured to array in more than usual
awfulness. Four hundred and thirty-seven candles were
brought and held lighted in the hands of each of the
bishops and abbots. The long endless list of the excom-
municated was read, of which the chief were Henry the
Emperor, and Burdinus the Antipope. The Pope then
solemnly absolved from their allegiance all the subjects
of the Emperor. When this was over he pronounced
his blessing, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost, and dismissed the Council. After a
short time the Pope advanced to Gisors, and
had an interview with King Henry of England. Henry
boldly justified his seizure of the dukedom of his brother
Eobert, from the utter incapacity of that prince to
administer the affairs of the realm. He had not im-
prisoned his brother; he had placed him in a royal
castle, like a noble pilgrim who was broken with cala-
mities ; supplied him with food, and all that might
suffice for a pleasant life. The Pope thought it wiser to
be content with this hardly specious apology, and gently
urged the Norman to make peace with the King of
France.0

Thus acknowledged by the greater part of Christen-
dom, Calixtus II. determined, notwithstanding the unre-
conciled hostility of the Emperor, to re-occupy his see of
Home. He made a progress through France, distributing
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